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(The author of Dubious Specter, Fred Kaplan is a fellow of the 
Arms Control Project of MIT’s Center for International Studies.) 

Two other members of Team B were Paul Nitze, a former 
Secretary of the Navy and a professional crier of alarm about the 
Soviets, and retired Air Force General George Keegan. ‘‘Keegan 
held press conferences and travelled the speakers’ circuit, leaking 
sensitive intelligence data, but only selectively, and lashing out at 
the pusillanimity and cowardice that the government was display- 
ing in the face of Soviet military might.’’ 

The Team B findings have been used exhaustively by arms con- 
tractors and their friends. For example, they have been echoed in 
a film, ‘‘The Salt Syndrome’’ produced by the American Security 
Council. Its membership ‘‘includes retired military officers as well 
as many corporate members and officials of major military con- 
tractors such as McDonnell Douglas and Rockwell.’’ (Center for 
Defense Information). 


SOVIET MILM@ARY INTENTIONS—tThe Team B report 
claimed the Soviets were getting ready for nuclear war, possibly a 
first strike, and based this on theoretical writings of a few Soviet 
officers. Dubious Specter says that ‘‘a careful reading’’ of these 
same works shows ‘‘that some American analysts, such as Pipes, 
Nitze and others, have seriously misread or distorted their con- 
tents.’’ Examples: 

© Team B declares that a Soviet adherence to the doctrines of 
the Prussian military strategist, Karl von Clauswitz, marked a 
shift from deterring a U.S. attack to actually starting nuclear war. 
What Clauswitz actually said was: ‘‘Since war is not an act of 
senseless passion but is controlled by its political object, the value 
of this object must determine the sacrifices to be made for it in 
magnitude and also in duration. Once the expenditure of effort 
exceeds the value of the political object, the object must be re- 
nounced and peace must follow.’’ (our italics) 
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Since any Soviet attack would bring an automatic response 
from the U.S. by bombers, missiles and submarines, all with 
nuclear warheads, this view is absurd. ‘‘Just one-sixth of the U.S. 
nuclear warheads could thoroughly devastate all 220 Soviet 
cities with populations greater than 100,000.’’ (Dubious Specter) 
The memory of 20 million losses in WWII is too vivid. 
**Nobody...has conceived of a credible scenario in which the 
Soviet leadership would risk a chance of nuclear attack on the 
Motherland.”’ 

The Soviets are obsessed by fears of a nuclear attack by the 
U.S. and an invasion from the East by Chinese armies. Former 
CIA director William Colby told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee: ‘‘You will find a concern, even a paranoia, over their 
own security. ..I think that they want to overprotect themselves 
to make certain that that (invasion and defeat) does not happen.”’ 
So each time the U.S. moves to a new level of arms, the Soviets 
rush to catch up and develop new weapons. 


THE NUMBERS GAME— The army’s lobby uses selected 
numbers to argue that the U.S. has fallen behind the Soviets in 
military strength. 

But the Center for Defense Information has totted up the com- 
parative armed strength, as follows: In Strategic nuclear weapos, 
the anti-Soviet forces (the U.S., western Europe, and China) have 
10,500 nuclear arms; the USSR and its Warsaw Pact allies 6,000. 
The pro-Soviet forces have 4.8 million men under arms, and its 
rivals, 9.5 million. The Soviets have 235 major surface ships, the 
U.S. and its allies 445. 

The Center has taken the indexes for military power used by 
Ray Cline of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a 
Reagan adviser, and finds these are: Soviet Union and its allies, 
20%; pro-West and China, 70%; others, 10%. For example, 
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